
35FUN SONGS for the early years: Counting songs

Moving up to ten

Ten in the Bed
There were ten in the bed and the little There were ten in the bed and the little 
one said, ‘Roll over, roll over’.one said, ‘Roll over, roll over’.
(Ten children lie on a large brightly coloured sheet 
covered in a blanket. The smallest child is at one 
end and shouts, ‘Roll over, roll over’.)

So they all rolled over and one fell out.So they all rolled over and one fell out.
(The children all roll over, with the child opposite 
the little one rolling off the sheet on to the floor, 
getting up and sitting to one side.)

There were nine in the bed and the little There were nine in the bed and the little 
one said, ‘Roll over, roll over’.one said, ‘Roll over, roll over’.
(As first verse.)

So they all rolled over and one fell out. So they all rolled over and one fell out. 
(The next child to roll out, joins the first child and 
sits alongside them.)

(The same actions continue with each verse, and 
the row of children sitting alongside the bed grows, 
until the last verse.)

There was one in the bed and the little There was one in the bed and the little 
one said, ‘Good night, good night’.one said, ‘Good night, good night’.
(The little one sits up, alone in the bed, says, ‘Good 
night, good night’, yawns, lies down and pretends 
to go to sleep in the middle of the bed.)
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