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Students’ safety is important to us

We have made Magazines Plus a safe 
environment for students.

•	 Student codes mean the students’ site can 
only be accessed by Mary Glasgow subscribers.

•	 Chatter is monitored throughout the day.  
Any inappropriate messages are deleted.

•	 Chatter has an automatic block on swear 
words.

•	 All news comments and avatar pictures must 
be approved by us before they appear on  
the site.
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Dear Teacher, 

Welcome to your free guide to Magazines Plus – an entirely new way to get 
your students excited about learning English!

Your students’ world is changing – and so is the way they learn. Now you can 
offer your students a resource that reflects their lives and interests, and will 
inspire them to take their English to the next level. Mary Glasgow Magazines 
Plus combines the best of traditional magazine subscriptions with an 
interactive, regularly updated website, packed with extra learning resources.

The website offers you thousands of teacher resources: worksheets, lesson 
plans, ideas for homework and audio files. You can go online and register for 
your 10 free downloads at www.maryglasgowmagazines.com/teachers/new.  
If you already subscribe to 10 or more magazines, you will receive free access 
for a year; all you need to do is enter your access code (see page 4).

For students, the website contains a social networking facility where they can 
practise their English by chatting with other Mary Glasgow Magazine readers 
around the world (this is fully moderated). The site also features a news page 
containing regularly updated news stories – each story is published at five 
different language levels – perfect for mixed-ability groups! Students can also 
develop their language skills by commenting on the news stories in English 
and can even become ‘Student Reporters’ by submitting their own news for 
publication.

We hope that you and your students enjoy using Magazines Plus. If you have 
any questions, comments or feedback, please don’t hesitate to contact me at: 
sbromley@maryglasgowmags.co.uk. 

With very best wishes, 

Web Editor
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How to…	Register as a student
www.maryglasgowmagazines.com/students/p/new

CLICK  
Student code   

CROWN  
Student code   

TEAM  
Student code   

CLUB  
Student code   

CURRENT  
Student code   

Students invent a username Students invent a password with more than  
4 characters. They should keep their password 
secret. If they forget their password they can 
request a new one from the website.

If a student does not have an email address they can 
register with their teacher’s email address (we do not 
use the student’s email address to contact them).

Write the same email address again

The student code 
goes here

3

Your students need a student code when they register (this keeps the website private 
for Mary Glasgow readers). 

Give your students the correct code for their magazine level. (Student codes change 
at the end of the school year.)

happyface

• • • • • •

• • • • • •

example@example.com

example@example.com
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How to…	Register as a teacher
www.maryglasgowmagazines.com/teachers/new

If you have already registered for free downloads, you can add the 
access code to your existing account:

1.	Log in at www.maryglasgowmagazines.com/teachers

2.	Go to ‘My Page’

3.	Put your access code in the box called ‘Access code’  
(you do not need to enter or change anything else on the page)

4.	Click the ‘Change’ button

5.	Your account is now updated. You can now download as many 
resources as you want!

If you subscribe to 10 or 
more magazines you 
should have received an 
access code. The access 
code was sent on a card 
that looks like this: 

If you have lost your access code or didn’t receive it, email 
contactus@maryglasgowmags.co.uk for a new one.

Write your email 
address again.

Invent your own password of 
4 characters or more.

Write the same password again.

Enter your access code here.

23gtp56



How to…	Search and download 
	 teaching materials
www.maryglasgowmagazines.com/search/new

If you are planning a lesson on the 
second conditional, type the keywords 
‘second conditional’ into the green box. 
Click on ‘search’ – you get 58 results!

Here are the results for your ‘second conditional’ search. Click the worksheet you would like.

Here you can refine 
your 58 results by 
choosing a skill, level 
or language focus.

Here you can find articles about English teaching.

Next you see 
this page.

Click the 
worksheet or 
audio symbol to 
download it to 
your computer.

Here you can see related resources 
(listening files and answers).
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When you are logged in as a teacher, you can access 1000s of resources on almost any topic or 
grammar point. You can find audio, worksheets, lesson plans and homework ideas.
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How to…	Use My Page
www.maryglasgowmagazines.com/my_page

How to…	Make Friends
www.maryglasgowmagazines.com/my_friends

How to make a 
Profile in English  

How to Make 
Friends with other 
Mary Glasgow 
Magazine Readers

Your students can have fun online, in English! All these activities can be done using computers 
at school or at home.

1.	Students can find English-speaking friends from their 
magazine. (Click ‘My Friends’ > ‘Find more friends’.)  
The Friend Finder suggests friends based on students 
with matching interests.

2.	Students send friend requests to their classmates and 
students in other countries.

1.	Students log in and go to ‘My Page’

2.	Click on ‘Add favourites!’

3.	Students answer questions about themselves. 

4.	Students can upload a picture as their ‘avatar’.  
(Pictures are checked before they appear on the site).
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On Chatter students communicate only in English with classmates and new friends from around 
the world. This is a great way for your students to have fun using English for a real purpose. They 
can practise conversation and learn to think quickly in English.

Meet the English Coach
The English Coach is a native-speaker 
English teacher. Sometimes she will 
chat with the students. She may also 
correct their English. 

Write a message here. 
Click ‘Say it!’.  

The message 
appears here.

Students can direct a 
message to a particular 
person. The message must 
start with @ and then the 
person’s username.

Here students see Chatter 
between everyone in their 
friends’ network.

Hello! What’s the weather 
like in Italy?

Here students see all Chatter 
directed at them (ie. Chatter that 
begins @’theirusername’). This is 
where they should check for replies 
to messages they have sent.

How to…	Chatter
www.maryglasgowmagazines.com/my_chatter

If students see a language that’s 
not English or bad language they 
can report it by clicking here.



Use these links 
to change the 
language level 
of the article.

You can find 
older articles 
here.

Students 
can write a 
comment here. 
Commenting 
is available for 
3 weeks after 
the article is 
published.
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How to…	Read news articles
www.maryglasgowmagazines.com/students/features

There is a new topical 
article every week. 
There are always five 
different versions of 
the week’s news story, 
from elementary to 
advanced level.

“ I have been reading 
your magazines for 
many years and I 
must admit I’m really 
fascinated by your 
website and have 
especially used the 
possibility of reading 
articles on different 
levels!! Just great! ”
A teacher from Volle 
Ganztags School, 
Germany



Tip: 
In the teacher’s 
resources search, 
there is a class 
activity about writing 
for a website. Just 
type ‘a class website’ 
into the keywords box 
on the Search page.

Video news!
Students can go ‘on location’ to present a news report and interview people on video. 

Use a digital camera or a mobile phone to make the video clip. If your students upload 
it to www.YouTube.com we can publish their video on the Student News page. 

How to send your students’ news
Students should email us their news article (with a photo) or YouTube link.  
Choose the correct address for the students’ magazine:

CLICK   
clicknews@maryglasgowmags.co.uk

CROWN   
crownnews@maryglasgowmags.co.uk

TEAM  
teamnews@maryglasgowmags.co.uk

CLUB   
clubnews@maryglasgowmags.co.uk

CURRENT   
currentnews@maryglasgowmags.co.uk
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How to…	Be a Student Reporter
www.maryglasgowmagazines.com/students/student_news

Your students can be news reporters and write an article for the website. The best stories will be 
published online! Your students could write about:

	 •	 Something that is happening in their school, town or country

	 •	 A film or music review

	 •	 Their interesting hobby, pet or holiday.

Our favourite news article 
wins a prize! See the back 

page of this guide for 
more details.



Comment on the news
•	 Print out the correct news story for your 

students’ level. If you have a mixed-ability 
class, print out two different versions. 

•	 Read the article in class. Ask all students 
to think of an opinion about the article 
or an answer to one of the questions at 
the end. Discuss students’ opinions and 
answers as a class.

•	 If your students have Internet access at 
home, tell them to log into the website and 
write a comment on the news story.

•	 Or go online in class and let students do 
their reading and writing online.

Match photos and headlines
•	 Print out the News page.

•	 Cut up the headlines and photos from 
the 7 stories and give them to students to 
match up.

•	 Ask students to predict what the articles 
are about.

Here is the news
•	 Divide the class into small groups. 

•	 Give the students a role (a news reader, a 
live reporter, interviewees).

•	 Give each group a different news story. 
In their roles, they act out a report for the 
class. 

Online Activities and Tasks
Remind your students to log in at least once per week to:

•  Accept new friend requests

•  Reply to Chatter messages

•  Read that week’s news story

Spot the difference
•	 Print out two levels of the same story.

•	 Students read both versions and spot the 
difference.

•	 What extra information is in the higher 
level? How is the language different?

My New Friend 
•	 Students talk in  

pairs about one  
of their new friends.

•	 Students log in and  
go to the ‘My Friends’  
page.

•	 Students choose a friend to talk about.

•	 One student asks a partner about the 
chosen friend and the other student 
answers, using the friend’s profile 
information.

	 Example: 

	 A:	What is their name?
	 B:	Jolene?
	 A:	 Is it a girl or a boy?
	 B:	She’s a girl.
	 A:	Where is she from?
	 B:	She’ s from France.
	 A:	Who’s her favourite actor?

	 Etc…
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Music:	 Which bands and singers are  
	 popular in France?

Food:	 What did you eat last night?  
	 What’s your favourite French  
	 food?

•	 A few days later, students log in again to 
check for replies to their questions.

•	 Students compile what they have each 
learnt about France.

•	 Students write about what life is like in 
France and report back to the class.

Someone like me
Ask your students to find two other students 
with two things in common.

1.	Go to ‘My Friends’ > ‘Find more friends’. 

2.	Click on different students to view their 
profile.

3. Students send a friend request to other 
students who like the same things.

4. Students report back on who they found. 

Example: I like football and Luca from Italy 
also likes football.

Extension Activity:  
Students find someone who has very 
different hobbies to them.

Learn about a foreign  
country with Chatter
•	 Students choose a country  

to find out about (Eg. France).

•	 Students go to ‘Friend Finder’  
(‘My Friends’ > ‘Find more friends’).

•	 Students select France from the list of 
countries on the right.

•	 Students click the avatars of students from 
France to go to their profile pages.

•	 Students use Chatter to ask questions to 
the French students. They must start their 
message with @ and the French student’s 
name (e.g. @Alba).

Example:

Climate:	What’s the weather like in  
	 France today? 

School:	 What time do you start and finish  
	 school? 
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Interview a new friend
•	 Students practise question forms by 

interviewing one of their new friends on a 
particular topic.

Example:

Have you ever been to a foreign country?
Where do you usually go on holiday?
What country would you most like to visit?
What is your favourite place to go on 
holiday?
What did you do on your last holiday?

•	 A few days later, students log in again to 
check for replies to their questions.

•	 Students speak or write about their friend’s 
answers. Higher levels can practise using 
reported speech.



Credits:  Editor: Sarah Johnson;  Writer: Sarah Bromley;  Designer: Christine Cox;  Illustration: Jon Hicks

COMPETITION! 

WIN THIS 
CAMERA!
Your students can be Mary 

Glasgow reporters! We 

want YOUR news. Tell your 

students to send us an article 

for the students’ news page 

and they could win this new 

digital camera!  

We will publish the stories 

we like on the website. 

The winning story will be 

announced on the site on 

Wednesday 4th February 

2009. 

See page 9 for more 

information about how to  

be a student reporter.

MARY GLASGOW 
REPORTER 
OF THE YEAR!

The Rules
The article should be:

•	 Between 50 and 300 words.

•	 Sent by email with your school name and address.

	 CLICK: clicknews@maryglasgowmags.co.uk

	 CROWN: crownnews@maryglasgowmags.co.uk

	 TEAM: teamnews@maryglasgowmags.co.uk

	 CLUB: clubnews@maryglasgowmags.co.uk

	 CURRENT: currentnews@maryglasgowmags.co.uk

•	 Sent with a photo (of the student or of something 
related to the article)

•	 Sent by 31st Jan 2009.
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