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I must thank you. I have found something that really interests my 
pupils and gets them looking up from their boring school books! 

You’ve made my day and maybe my school year!

A teacher from Collège de M’Gombani, Mayotte
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August 2010
Dear Teacher

Since we launched our website in 2008 it has become extremely popular 
with teachers and students of English.

We are constantly making the site more useful by adding new features. 
This year we’ve added more videos to the website and a language tips 
page for students.

If you don’t have time to use the website in class, there are many things 
students can do at home. Just tell them to go to 
maryglasgowplus.com/students and have a look.

We know that you and your students will enjoy using Mary Glasgow Plus 
this year. If you have any problems or suggestions email 
help@maryglasgowplus.com
All the best,

Sarah Bromley
Web Editor
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Students’ safety is important to us
We understand that teachers and parents have some concerns 
about letting children use the internet. For this reason, we 
have made Mary Glasgow Plus a safe place for students.

 Our access code system means Mary Glasgow Plus is completely 
private. The only students who can register on the student site are 
the young learners who read Mary Glasgow magazines.

 It is not possible for students to use Mary Glasgow Plus to 
communicate with students who don’t subscribe to Mary Glasgow 
magazines or with adults.

 All students on the website are anonymous. We do not show their 
contact details or details of their school.

 It is not possible to chat privately with another student. All chat can 
be seen by all the student members.

Students are not alone on the website. Mary 
Glasgow’s English Coach is online every day. 
The English Coach:

 visits the chat page regularly throughout the 
day to check for inappropriate messages

 checks the photos that students upload and 
deletes any inappropriate ones before they appear on the site

 checks the comments that students write on news stories and 
deletes any inappropriate ones before they appear on the site

Just like in our magazines, all the content on Mary Glasgow Plus is 
appropriate for students of a young age.

If parents are worried about their children using Mary Glasgow Plus, we 
suggest that you give them a copy of the information above.
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Getting started

Teachers and students 
who have never used the website
Start a new teacher or student account

1. Go to maryglasgowplus.com/start
Enter your email address and tick ‘I am new’.

2. The website asks for your code.

Students enter their student code. Teachers enter their teacher code. 

3. Follow the instructions on the screen.

4. After you have started an account, log in to the account every time 
you visit the website. 

Important: Remember the password that you choose. You cannot use 
your account without it. Your password can be anything, it 
does not have to be the teacher/student code.

Teachers and students 
with an account from last year
If you already have an account from last year or an account for a different 
language, do not start a new account.

Add this year’s English code to your old account.

1. Go to maryglasgowplus.com/start
2. Enter the email address and password for your old account.

3. After you log in to your account, go to ‘My Page’ and add your new 
code.
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! !Only give these codes to your students. 
This way we keep the site safe and private.

Mary Glasgow Plus Website Guide

Where is the teacher code?
All teachers who subscribe to Mary Glasgow magazines receive 
a free teacher code to give access to our online resources.

Your teacher code is in the teacher’s notes that we deliver 
with the each magazine. 

Where are the student codes?
Student codes are printed on the cover of every magazine. 

We have also provided them below. 

It is important that students use the correct code for their magazine. 
This way they will see online features that relate to their magazine articles 
and chat to other students of their level.

My students don’t have email addresses
Students need to enter an email address when they register. This is so that 
we can email them a new password if they forget the one they chose.

If students don’t have an email address, we suggest they use their parent’s 
email address or they create one with a free service like Hotmail or Gmail.

We will only use the email address to contact students if they request a 
new password. We will not use students’ email addresses for marketing. 
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There is a free video for each 
magazine issue. The video relates 
to an article from the magazine. 
Videos show real English-
speaking teenagers talking about 
their lives or topical issues.

A transcript and two 

comprehension activities are 
available with the video.

Watch videos on the website 
or download them to watch 
without an internet connection. 
Videos are suitable for use on an 
interactive whiteboard.
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If you don’t have time to do 
the activities in class, tell the 
students to have a look at home.

Mary Glasgow Plus Website Guide

Online activities relate to articles 
from the magazines. 

With every magazine issue we put 
eight new interactive activities 
online. 

After reading the magazine 
articles, students can go online 
to test their understanding and 
practise the language points. 
They complete the activities on 
screen and then see their score.
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Every week we publish a topical 
news story, with an angle that 
appeals to teenagers.

There are always five different 
versions of the week’s news story 
– from elementary to advanced 
level. This is great for mixed-level 
classes.

The story is also available in 
audio as an MP3 download, 

so that students can hear the text 
as they read.

Activity idea
1. Students read the 

latest news story as a 
class. If you don’t have 
access to computers in 
class, you could print a 
copy for every student.

2. As a class or in small 
groups, discuss the 
questions that are 
at the bottom of the 
story.

3. Students write their 
answers to the 
questions in an online 
comment, either using 
school computers or at 
home for homework.

Download an MP3 audio 
version of the article 

Read the same article 
at a different level 

Discussion questions 

Students can write a 
comment about the article 
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Word of the week
A useful English word, explained 
with a description or photo and 
an example.

English tips
English Coach is the friendly language coach 
on Mary Glasgow Plus.

The English Coach is a real person – a native-
English teacher.

She interacts with the students on Chatter and 
has her own page.

Help with mistakes
Every week, English Coach 
corrects a common mistake that 
she sees students make on the 
website.

Students see a typically incorrect 
sentence, and can click to see one 
or more correct versions.
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Guidelines
We prefer articles of 200 words or less. 

Students need to send a photo with a written article.

If students are sending a video, they must upload it to a website like youtube.com or 
vimeo.com and send us the link. We cannot accept videos that are attached to emails.

Students send their report to the correct address for their magazine:

click@maryglasgowplus.com crown@maryglasgowplus.com 
team@maryglasgowplus.com club@maryglasgowplus.com 
current@maryglasgowplus.com

These email addresses are also available on the Student News page.

Guidelines

 Website Guide Mary Glasgow Plus

Students can send written articles 
or videos. We publish the best 
ones on the website.

Here are some ideas for what your 
students can report on:

 an interesting hobby 

 something that’s happening in 
their school, town or country

 their opinions on an issue

 a holiday or school trip

Polls
From time to time, 
there will be a poll 
that relates to a 
magazine article. 
After reading the 
article in the magazine students 
can come to the Student News 
page to give their opinions and 
share their own experiences.
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My Page
Students can make a profile 
about themselves in English. 

They upload a photo, enter their 
country and answer questions 
about what they like.

Start by clicking ‘Add favourites’ 
on My Page.

As students use the website, they 
earn more ‘stickers’ to go on My 
Page.

Friend-finder
Students can find friends in other countries who speak English.

Friend Finder 
suggests 
friends based 
on students 
with similar 
interests.

Students can 
send ‘friend 
requests’ 
to their 
classmates 
and students 
in other 
countries.
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Chat in English
This is a great way for your 
students to have fun using English 
for a real purpose. They can 
practise conversation and learn to 
respond quickly in English.

Who do students chat to? 
Students chat to other students 
of their age and level from all 
around the world. Only students 
who subscribe to Mary Glasgow 
magazines can use Chatter.

Online chat is only available to 
students (but teachers can view 
chat messages from their teacher 
account).

Many students chat after school 
– not because their teacher tells 
them to, but because they love it 
so much!

Olka, age 12, from Poland says:

Hi! I love your website! I think it’s 
a little my hobby! I’m on website 
everyday and I help my friends who 
are new on website!

Students can see all 
messages sent to them 
since they last logged in

The English Coach is a 
native English-speaking 
teacher who monitors 
chat and talks with the 
students. 

Students can see a list of 
useful English phrases, 
appropriate to their level 

Students can see which 
other students are online 
now

No time to do this in class? Just tell your students to go to 
maryglasgowplus.com/students and look for the Chatter page.

“

”
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16 March / April 2009 CURRENT

SPECIAL MANNERS UPDATE

 1 Don’t chomp the pizza

If you answered c, you’re a pizza gourmet. If not, Debrett’s 

says it’s uncool to let melted cheese dangle like a tightrope 

between your mouth and the pizza; or worse, dribble down 

your chin. And never talk with your mouth full unless you 

want to scare a friend.

If your answer is d, be careful you’re  

not aiming for an eating disorder.  

The manners message from  

Debrett’s: Moderation in all  

things should be your aim. 

2  Facebook is not a 

popularity test

In Debrett’s opinion, “ill-advised use of networking websites 

can completely obliterate social lives.” B can point to a 

personal problem, though if you answered c, you’re quite right 

to have concern. Enjoy social networking sites but don’t give 

away any personal information that threatens your safety.

“Make it a general rule that you will never say anything online 

that you wouldn’t be able to articulate  directly, face-to-face. 

The Internet is, after all, there to facilitate  communication, 

not to preside over its general breakdown.” A lso, “it’s not a 

competition to see how many ‘friends’ you can boast of on 

your Facebook page, and over-zealous  bloggers can easily 

turn into bores.” D is the best manner message: don’t get lost 

in virtual reality. Get a real life!

CD 2 Track 3:  

UK teens talk 

about manners

MODERN 
MANNERS:

Have you 
got them?

5TOP TIPS
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In the Department Store

TIMESAVER VOCABULARY ACTIVITIES © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INC.

48

What is everyone saying? Find the correct words for each person.

x

a. Can I help you?

b. Do you sell football

boots?

c. How much is the

black one?

d. Can I try this on,

please?

e. The changing room

is over there, on the

left.

f. It’s too big.

g. It’s too small.

h. It’s too expensive.

i. Can I pay by 

credit card?

. Keep the receipt in

case you want to

change it.

Write a shopping dialogue. 

Use some of the expressions above.

TIMESAVER VOCABULARY ACTIVITIES Shopping

Can I help
you?
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Read about the Stop Waste! projects at UK schools. Answer these questions.a) At Brendon’s, who puts paper, cans, plastic, glass and cardboard in separate bins?
b) Who collects litter from the streets around LTC on one day each term?c) Who turns students’ ideas into posters at Epping Forest School?d) Who buys fruit and vegetables for Cardiff Garden School?e) Who creates artworks out of waste at Swanage High School?f) Why do we use the passive verbs in the text and not active verbs?

Are there any recycling projects at your school or in your local community? Find out about them and write about them. Use the present passive as often as you can. 
50 MIXED-ABILITY GRAMMAR LESSONS © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INC. 

66

50 MIXED-ABILITY GRAMMAR LESSONS

26 Rubbish!  Present passive
Stop waste!
At Brendon’s School in Glasgow, students have set up a recycling scheme:paper, cans, plastic, glass and cardboard are put in separate bins. Computerink cartridges are re-used. Kitchen waste from school dinners is composted for theorganic school garden.

Year 7 and 8 students at Liverpool Technology College have decided to deal with litterin the area around the school. Litter is collected from local streets on one day eachterm by LTC boys and girls.

At Epping Forest School, they have a special recycling day. Students are split intogroups and are encouraged to think about ways of improving their school community.Their ideas are turned into posters.

At Cardiff Garden School, boxes of fruit and vegetables for the school kitchen are nowbought from local producers. In this way plastic bags and fuel are saved and jobs areprovided in the area.

Year 7 students at Swanage High School save colourful rubbish in separate bags during theterm. On the last day of each term, an artwork is created out of waste on the school field. 

1

2

2

Enter ★

1

Step up ★★

Only 11% of UK rubbishis recycled. It’s time to
do something!

Read about the Stop Waste! projects at UK schools. Circle all the present passives you can find.Do your friends and family recycle waste? Work in pairs and discuss what happens. 
Write sentences, like this:
At school, paper is collected from all the classrooms. It is taken to the recycling centre.Use these ideas:
glass bottles   cans    old clothes    cardboard    kitchen waste    plastic carrier bags   sweet/chocolate wrappers    crisp packets

Mary Glasgow Plus Website Guide

Search and download 
teaching materials
On the teacher site, 
teachers can search and 
download thousands of 
resources.

 Worksheets

 Audio files (with 
listening activities)

 Videos

 Articles from past Mary 
Glasgow magazines

 Images to use as 
vocabulary flash cards
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Earn points for 
practicing English
Students earn points every time 
they use Mary Glasgow Plus. The 
more they use the website, the 
more points they earn!

Students can see their current 
points total on My Page.

How to earn points

Start an account 10 points

Answer ALL questions 
on My Page 5 points

Upload an avatar picture 5 points

Comment on News 
or Student News 2 points

For excellent work, students get 
extra points:

Write friendly and 
interesting Chatter 
messages 10 points

Write an excellent 
comment on News 10 points

Publish a story 
on Student News

20 to 40 
points

Publish a video 
on Student News

40 to 50 
points

Stickers
As students earn more points, 
they get more stickers on My 
Page.
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The grand prize
The student with the most 
points at the end of the 
school year wins an iPod 
Touch (see page 16).

Activity idea
Why not have a competition in 
your class to see which student 
can get the most points?

1. Tell your students how to 
earn points (see the list 
above).

2. At the start of a month, 
tell students to earn as 
many points as they can 
before the end of the 
month.

3. Students can prove how 
many points they have by 
printing a copy of their 
My Page.

4. Give a prize to the student 
with the most points.

Remember, the more points 
they earned, the more English 
practice they had!

Student of the month 
The students’ home page shows 
the student who got the most 
points last month.
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Students can win 
an iPod Touch on 
Mary Glasgow Plus!

www.maryglasgowplus.com/points

When students use Mary 
Glasgow Plus to practise 
English, they earn points.

The student with the most 
points on 31st May 2011 
wins the iPod.

The sooner your students 
start using the website, the 
more time they have to earn 
points. Tell them to start 
using the website today.
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