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1	 When a sentence begins with a time element, a comma is recorded directly after – 
before the sentence continues. For example: ‘In the past, only natural materials were 
used to make clothing.’ Record a comma after the following time element and then 
complete the sentence by referring to the page number. 

a	 (page 4) Before people discovered natural fibres  

b	 (page 4) As civilisations developed   

c	 (page 9) In the Middle Ages  

d	 (page 13) In ancient times 

2	 Draw a story map that shows the process that starts with cotton growing and ends with 
a pair of jeans. You will need to refer to the information on pages 6-10 and you will 
need to sequence this information. There is one box for each step of the process. 

 

Looking back and making connections
You have decided to become a farmer! Will you become a sheep farmer producing 
wool, or a crop farmer producing cotton? On the back of this sheet, weigh up the pros 
and cons. Write a paragraph explaining your decision.

Cotton grows on plants, 
appearing when bolls 
burst open.

The denim is cut to 
a pattern and sewn 
together.
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1	 Draw arrows to match the fibres to their sources, properties and origins. Use a different 
colour for each fibre.

Fibre	 Source	 Properties	 Origins

Cotton	 Recycled bottles	 Soft and warm	 Ancient Egypt

Polar fleece	 Sheep	 Rich and lustrous	 60 years ago

Wool	 Made from chemicals	 Stretchy and strong	 1990s

Nylon	 A species of worm	 Quick to dry, 	 India, over 5000

		  doesn’t crease	 years ago

Silk	 Made from chemicals	 Soft and warm	 70 years ago

Polyester	 Grows on plants	 Creases easily,	 6000 years ago

		  difficult to dye

Linen	 Flax plant	 Doesn’t hold heat	 China, thousands

			   of years ago

2	 Sort the topic words into the categories below. Don’t cross off the words as you go, 
because they can be used more than once.

  absorbs	 bales	 bolls	 crimped	 fleeces	

  lustrous	 manufacturers	 microfibres	 mill	 natural	

  pleating	 processed	 resistant	 seams	 spinneret	

  strands	 synthetic	 technologies	 yarn	 nylon

Words with long 
vowel sounds

Words with 
double letters

Words that 
are verbs

Words that 
are plurals

Words that have 
the ‘er’ sound

Words with 
three syllables


