
  

 

  

ABOUT THE STRATEGY  
CLOSE READING involves critically examining a text, often through repeated exposure 
or reading of the text. Close reading can facilitate a deeper comprehension of text as 
well as help teach students to engage in reading habits demonstrated by effective 
readers. Close readings are often done within the context of interactive read alouds 
and shared reading where teachers model aloud their thinking process. The key 
components of close reading include (a) the use of complex texts, (b) setting a purpose 
for reading and activating previous knowledge on the topic, (c) repeated readings of 
the text, (d) annotation, (e) discussion, (f) asking text dependent questions, and (g) 
writing about the text. 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STRATEGY 
 Select the text passage to be used (three paragraphs to two pages). The text 

should be a complex text and should warrant further investigation and 
understanding. 

 Read the text yourself and then create several text dependent questions you could 
ask students. 

 Introduce the strategy and establish its purpose. 

 Provide adequate background knowledge or activation of prior knowledge on the 
content. 

 Read a short passage aloud to your students and model how to annotate the text, 
using a think aloud. 

 Have the students read and reread (with appropriate scaffolding) the text multiple 
times while annotating the text. 

 Have students discuss their initial understanding of the text. 

 Have students answer and/or ask text dependent questions, modeling with a think 
aloud. 

 Have students write about the text, modeling with a think aloud and an interactive 
write. 

 Have students practice close reading with multiple print and digital texts in diverse 
media, formats, and lengths. 

MEASURING PROGRESS 
 Teacher observation 

 Conferencing 

 Student journaling 
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Information Technology Solutions 

INTE RNE T SE CURITY  

Sit amet, consec tetuer  

adipiscing elit, sed diam 

nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt 

ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam. 

 

NE TWORK  P RO TE CTION  

Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 

quis nostrud exerci tation  

ullamcorper.Et iusto odio  

dignissim qui blandit  

praeseptatum zzril delenit  

augue duis dolore te feugait  

nulla adipiscing elit, sed diam 

nonummy nibh. 

 

PERSONAL FIREW ALLS  

Tincidunt ut laoreet dolore 

magna aliquam erat volut pat. Ut 

wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 

exerci tation ullamcorper cipit 

lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex. 

Close Reading 

Common Core 
State Standards  
Reading: Literature 
and Informational 
Texts  
­ Range of Reading 

and Text 
Complexity 

 

Grade Level 
K-12 

 

Purpose 
Use with students 
to support 
comprehension: 
use close reading 
to reread text, 
annotate text, 
discuss text, and 
answer and ask 
text-dependent 
questions 

 

When to Use 
During Reading 

 
 

Grouping 
Whole Group 
Small Group 

Partners 
Individuals 
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