
TIMESAVER GRAMMAR ACTIVITIES Answers

TIMESAVER GRAMMAR ACTIVITIES © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INC.76

PAGE 4    Who Are You?
Students complete this with information about themselves. 

PAGE 5    Unchanging World
1. sleeps  2. sets  3. lasts  4. weighs, measures  5. loses 
6. spends  7. throws, travels  8. drinks  9. closes  10. beats

PAGE 6    You’re Late!
The verbs appear in this form, in this order: waiting, leaving,
‘m sitting, ‘m getting out, ‘m going into, running, falling
into, ‘m getting on, ‘re driving down, ‘m pushing, ‘m
running out of 

They are going to see The Lion King

PAGE 7    Where’s Your Homework?
1. The dog ate it.  2. My computer exploded.  
3. Some boys stole my school bag.  4. The queen came to tea.
5. Aliens landed in our garden and took my homework back
to their planet.  6. An eagle took my homework and used it
to make a nest.  7. My brother made a paper plane with it.  
8. My father lit the fire with it. 9. A professor thought it was
brilliant and took it back to his university. 10. Actually, ...
(suggested answers) I forgot to do it/I watched TV all
evening/I went out with my boyfriend/ here’s my homework.

PAGE 8    Scary Stories
Story 1 Aliens landed on the earth. A boy with a hamburger
heard their voices. ‘Where are you?’ he shouted. ‘We are
here. We are friendly. Help us,’ they answered. He ate his
hamburger. There was a loud crunch in his mouth.
Story 2 A group of ten adults and four children went to the
island of Tunamo in the Pacific Ocean. Nobody lived there
and they started a new society. Only giant spiders lived on
the island. The spiders caught eight adults and four children
in their web. The others escaped.
Story 3 A family lived on a windy hill. One night a bird sat
outside the window and broke the glass. The next night
there were hundreds of birds. The family couldn’t get out.
The birds were everywhere. They killed the family.

1. The boy killed the aliens. (they were in his hamburger) 2.
The spiders killed the people on the island. 
3. Two adults escaped. 4. The birds. 

PAGE 9 Michael Johnson
1. broke  2. was  3. seemed  4. studied  5. realised  6. said 7.
signed  8. won  9. retired

He studied marketing.

PAGES 10 & 11    That’s History!
1. Since 100,000 BC.  2. Since 20,000 BC.  3. Since 40,000 BC. 
4. Since 4,000 BC.  5. Since 8,000 BC.  6. For 554 years. 
7. For 177 years.  8. For 116 years.  9. For more than 90 years.
10. For more than 16 years.

PAGE 14    Here Is Today’s News 
1-f, 2-e, 3-h, 4-g, 5-a, 6-c, 7-d, 8-b

PAGE 15    Pompeii
1. He was drinking a glass of wine at the bar. 
2. They were buying loaves and honey cakes. 
3. They were playing a game with stones in the road. 
4. She was writing a letter. 
5. They were painting pictures of the countryside on the walls.
6. It was sleeping in the corner. 
7. He grabbed Agrippina’s hand and ran out of the house. 
8. It hid under the table. 
9. The children cried for their parents. 
10. Most of them escaped but two thousand died.

PAGES 16 & 17    Memory Test
1. She was climbing a mountain. 
2. He was having a shower. 
3. They were swimming in the sea. 
4. At 8.30 yesterday evening. 
5. At 4.00 this afternoon. 
6. She was riding a horse on the beach. 
7. They were shopping.
8. At 4.00 this afternoon.
9. He was working on his computer.
10. He was ice-skating.

PAGE 18    A Fishy Story
1-b, 2-i, 3-c, 4-f, 5-h, 6-j, 7-a, 8-e, 9-g, 10-d.

PAGE 19    Amazon Diary
a-5, b-8, c-7, d-3, e-1, f-2, g-6, h-4

He met four types of creature: ants, piranha fish, 
a crocodile and a monkey.

PAGES 20 & 21    Trip To Town
This is one possible plan
10.30 buy bread and cakes 

(remember the bakery sells out early)
10.45 post office (don’t miss the 11 o’clock post)
11.00 bank (they shut at 12.00)
11.15 chemist (just time to buy shampoo and toothpaste)
11.30 hairdresser’s
12.00 library
12.15 coffee with friends
1.00 Music/Video Megastore
1.30 shoe shop
2.00 go home

Page 22    What Is Going To Happen Next?
Possible answers:
The ants are going to steal/take the picnic.
The crocodile is going to eat the duck.
The bridge is going to break.
The swing is going to break.
The bull is going to push the woman over.
The monkey is going to steal/take the buns.
The newspaper is going to catch fire.
The little dog is going to steal/take the big dog’s bone.

PAGE 23    Vote For Us
Yes: protect the countryside, create more jobs, build new,
cheap houses
No: reduce crime, help farmers, prepare our young people
for the future, modernise our transport system
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PAGES 24 & 25    On Tour

The name of the band is Here Today

PAGE 28    Emergency!
The correct answers:
1. a-4 He can pinch the top of his nose at the same time, 

b-0 that’s for hiccups!, c-0
2. a-0 No! go straight outside, b-4, c-0
3. a-0 Don’t touch it, b-4, c-0 It might be dangerous
4. a-0 It might bite you, b-0, c-4
5. a-0 The light switch can cause an explosion, b-4, c-0 

Always report a smell of gas.
6. a-0, b-4, c-0
7. a-0 If it dries, it can’t be put back in, b-4, c-4 You can 

try and put it back in yourself on the way to the dentist, 
but keep it WET.

8. a-2, b-4, c-0 The bleeding stops if you hold it up - get 
help as well

9. a-0, b-4, c-0
10. a-0, b-2 Some people think this works, c-2 Is there a 

cure for hiccups?
Your score:
0-20 I won’t come to you in an emergency!
21-30 Pretty good score, but maybe you should take a
Safety First or First Aid course.
31-40 Do you work for the emergency services?

PAGE 29    April Fool
1. If he opens the door, the flour will fall on his head. 
2. If he looks in his desk, a frog will jump out. 
3. If he sits down, he will stick to his chair. 
4. If he writes on the board, the pen won’t rub out. 
5. If he plays the cassette, he will hear pop music. 
6. If he opens his book, he will find a squashed tomato. 
7. If he drinks his coffee, it will taste disgusting!

PAGE 30    What a Change!
(Possible sentences)
If this stapler came alive, it would look like a dog. 
If this teapot came alive, it would move like an elephant.
If this hair clip came alive, it would run like a spider.
If this mouse came alive, it would look like a beetle.
If this pencil came alive, it would move like a snake.
If this toy car came alive, it would run like a monkey.

PAGE 31    What Kind of Artist Are You?
1. If you had half an hour to spare now, what would you do?
2. If you went to the theatre this evening, what would you 

choose to see?
3. If you went to see your favourite band this evening, what

would you do in the half hour before you went?
4. If your English teacher asked you to choose a fun class 

activity, which one would you choose?
5. If these teachers met your parents, who would say the 

nicest things about you?
6. If you chose one person to represent America, who would

you choose?

PAGE 32    A Tropical Island Is Born
is broken down, is trapped, are blown, is built up, is created,
are replaced, is covered
Order of pictures: 1-e, 2-d, 3-f, 4-b, 5-a, 6-c.

PAGE 33    What’s it Made of?

It’s made of paperclips.

PAGE 34    What Happened to You?
1. I’ve had my hair cut.  
2. I’ve had my ears pierced.  
3. I’ve had my hair dyed black.  
4. I’ve had my car mended. 
5. I’ve had my tooth taken out!  
6. We’ve had our windows 

cleaned.
7. I’ve had my eyes tested. 
8. I’ve had my face painted.

I’ve had my photograph taken.
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PAGE 35    Great Natural Disasters
A 3/2/1: When Mt Vesuvius erupted in AD79, the Roman
town of Pompeii was buried under a mountain of ash.

B 2/3/1: A fire started in Pudding Lane in London in 1666
and the city of London was burnt to the ground.

C 1/2/3: When the Titanic hit an iceberg in 1912, over 1,000
people were lost in the icy waters of the Atlantic Ocean.

D 2/3/1: In the Great Fire of 1871 in Chicago, the iron
skyscrapers were melted to the ground by the heat.

E 3/2/1: After a terrible earthquake in Portugal in 1775, the
city of Lisbon was hit by 15-metre-high waves.

PAGE 36    Zak’s Coffee Bar
1. must,  2. mustn’t,  3. mustn’t,  4. must,  5. mustn’t,  
6. must,  7. mustn’t,  8. must,  9. must,  10. must

Rules 1, 3, 4, 5 and 7 are being broken.

PAGE 38 & 39    The Rainbow Cafe
Table 1 - Bill 3
I’d like omelette and broccoli. What would you like?
I’d like a very healthy lunch - soup and salad.

Table 2 -  Bill 4
I think I’d like a bowl of pea soup and a carrot and beetroot
salad. How about you?
Okay. I’d like the same as you.

Table 3 - Bill 2
Would you like one, too?
No, I wouldn’t, thanks.

Table 4 - Bill 1
Well, I’d like orange juice and a hamburger.
What would you like?

Bill 1 - Table 4; Bill 2 - Table 3; Bill 3 - Table 1; Bill 4 - Table 2.

PAGE 40    School’s Out
Alan a,  Beth a,  Chris b,  Diana a,  Ewan a,  Flynn a,  
Gill b,  Harry a.

Chris and Flynn will need their swimming costumes.
(Gill, Ewan, Beth and Diana are going bowling. Alan and
Harry are going to a cafe.)

PAGE 42    Our Bodies
1. to breathe,  2. to run  
3. to stand up  4. to chew  
5. to eat  6. to see  7. to balance  
8. to write and draw 
9. to store  10. to pump

A-5, B-9, C-6, D-4, E-10, F-1, G-3, H-8, 1-2, J-7.

PAGE 43    To:Ben@astro.co.uk
1. won’t there?  2. will you?  3. can we?  4. doesn’t she? 
5. aren’t you?  6. can’t we?  7. can you?

The correct order is: c, g, e, j, b, f, a, i, d, h.

PAGES 44 & 45    Football Crazy
In A there is a pigeon on the goalpost - not in B.
In A the goalkeeper has a plain shirt, in B it is striped.
In A the referee is wearing glasses, but not in B.
In A the referee is blowing his whistle, but not in B.
In A the line official is holding up his flag, but not in B.
In A the ball is in the back of the net. In B the ball has just
left the shooting player’s foot.

In A the advert behind the goal is for Coca cola, in B it is for
washing powder.
In A the sun is out, in B there are black clouds.
In A there is a flag above the stadium, in B there isn’t.

PAGE 48    Alien Language
They told me that ... ... they had crashed their ship into the
sea and that they thought that it would go rusty.
They wanted to know ... ... what the funny smell was.

PAGE 49    Towns and Villages
1. Megalopolis  2. Maxichester  3. Littleton  
4. Megalopolis, Maxichester  5. Middol

This is Reykyavik

PAGE 50 & 51    Word Chain
1. mobile phone  2. electric socket  3. textbook  4. keyhole 5.
egg cup  6. paper clip  7. plant pot  8. traffic lights 
9. sunglasses  10. steering wheel  11. light switch  
12. hairbrush  13. handbag  14. girlfriend  15. day dream

Note that some of these compound nouns are written as
one word and others as two words.

PAGE 52    Tropical Island
The correct choices spell plane crash.

PAGE 53    This Creature is Weird
It has a tiger’s head, a chicken’s body, an elephant’s legs and
a peacock’s tail.
1. It has a fish’s head, a giraffe’s body, an eagle’s legs and an
eagle’s tail.
2. It has a monkey’s head, an elephant’s body, a pig’s legs
and a fish’s tail.
3. It has an eagle’s head, a monkey’s body, a giraffe’s legs
and a pig’s tail.
4. It has a snake’s head, a fish’s body, a tortoise’s legs and a
monkey’s tail.
5. It has a pig’s head, a tortoise’s body, a peacock’s legs and
an elephant’s tail.

PAGE 54    Lost Property
1. children’s  2. aliens’  3. dogs’  4. mice’s  5. magician’s  
6. old woman’s  7. football players’  8. chefs’

PAGE 55    City or Country?
1. a lot of (I)  2. There is (F)  3. There are (T) 
4. hardly any (Y)  5. not enough (F)  6. too much (T)  
7. hardly any (K)  8. There are (O)  9. plenty of (Y) 
10. There is (O)

Nearly fifty per cent of the world’s population lives in cities
and the largest city in the world is Tokyo.

PAGES 56 & 57    These Clothes Don’t Fit!
1. Lara - trousers, 2. Emily - shoes, 3. Isobel - skirt, 4. Ned - scarf,
5. Sam - schoolbag, 6. Geri - socks, 7. Harry - glasses.

PAGES 58 & 59    Is Anybody There?
1. Somebody - B,  2. somewhere - E,  3. Everybody - A,  
4. nowhere, nowhere - H,  5. anybody - C,  6. anywhere - G, 
7. nobody - D,  8. Nothing  - F.
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PAGES 60 & 61    Street Market
In A a girl is wearing a frilly dress, in B it is spotty.
In A a girl is buying glittery jeans, in B they are plain.
In A a boy is short, in B he is tall.
In A a boy is wearing a flowery shirt, in B it is stripy.
In A a girl is buying a big bag, in B it is little.
In A a boy has spiky hair, in B it is curly.
In A you can buy three cheap tops for £2, in B you can buy
three expensive tops for £45.
In A the dog is very fat, in B it is very thin.
In A the cat is wearing round sunglasses, in B they are square.

Quiz answers: noodles, eggs, money, iron, cat, aeroplane -
CINEMA

PAGES 62 & 63    Comparing Animals
1, 4, 7, 8 are false.
2, 3, 5, 6 are true.

PAGE 64    The Biggest and the Best!

1. highest  2. largest  3. deadliest  4. heaviest  5. deepest 
6. heaviest  7. commonest  8. fastest  9. biggest  10. sleepiest 

PAGE 65    Careers Advisor
(Possible answers) A doctor  B social worker  C zoo keeper 
D vet  E newspaper reporter  F book editor G investment
banker  H airline pilot  I sports teacher  J stunt performer

PAGE 66    At the Olympics
Today (t) First (h) here (e) fast (t) Unluckily (o) ready (r) early
(t) extremely (o) slowly (i) apparently (s) ever (e)

The animal is 3 the tortoise

PAGE 67    Robbie, the School Rabbit
1. a  2. a  3. the  4. the  5. the  6. the  7. the  8. the  9. the  
10. a  11. an  12. the  13. the  14. the  15. a  16. a  17. the
18. The  19. The  20. the  21. the  22. the  23. the  24. the  
25. the

PAGE 68    Are you an Extrovert or an Introvert?
1. Agree: So do I. Disagree: I don’t.
2. Agree: So would I. Disagree: I wouldn’t.
3. Agree: So would I. Disagree: I wouldn’t.
4. Agree: So would I. Disagree: I wouldn’t.
5. Agree: Neither do I. Disagree: I do.
6. Agree: Neither would I. Disagree: I would.
7. Agree: So am I. Disagree: I’m not.
8. Agree: So do I. Disagree: I don’t.
9. Agree: So do I. Disagree: I don’t.
10. Agree: So do I. Disagree: I don’t.
11. Agree: So do I. Disagree: I don’t.

Analysis

Count up your happy faces.

11-16 Definitely an introvert. You are an inward-looking
person. You prefer your own company or one or two friends
to big crowds. You prefer to spend your time in non-social
situations. You probably like indoor and outdoor activities,
but you don’t like a crowd of people looking at you.
17-23 You like friends and you like your own company. You
are quite confident in social situations and not afraid of
them. You are not shy but you are not an extrovert either. 
24-33 You want to stand out from the crowd. You also need
the crowd’s approval. Socially you seem very confident, but
secretly you may be less confident about yourself. You have
lots of friends and always attract a lot of attention. You feel
a failure if you find yourself at home on your own on a
Saturday evening.

PAGE 69    Crazy World of Adventure
Route: the Rollercoaster, the Swing Boats, the White Knuckle
Ride, the Black Hole, the Big Dipper, the Dodgems, 
the Rollercoaster, the White Water Ride, the Ghost Train, 
the Black Hole.

The Rollercoaster and the Black Hole

He didn’t go on the Big Wheel.

PAGES 70 & 71    Treasure Hunt
The treasure is chocolate

PAGE 72    Who Was First?
1st: striped shirt, 2nd: spotted shirt, 3rd: zig-zag shirt, 
4th: white shirt, 5th: black shirt, 6th=: No.5 shirt, 
6th=: No.10 shirt, 8th: cat shirt

PAGE 73    Airport Journey

1 find out (N) 2 check in (R ) 3 go up (E) 4 look for (R) 5 look
at (A) 6 puts down (A) 7 sit down (C) 8 run across (B)

They are going to Canberra, Australia

A

B

J

C

I
H

F

E
D

G
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