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to Read
ENGAGING 
BOYS
The PM guide to inspiring boys to develop their literacy skills
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The PM Philosophy 
is success, enjoyment  
and understanding. 

BECOMING A BALANCED READER

Children are expected to become balanced readers. The three components of a balanced reader are decoding, 
fluency and phrasing, and comprehension. They must also do this on a wide range of text types.

Some children may be described as reluctant or disengaged readers, considering reading to be a joyless or 
unfulfilling experience. Often, this is the case for boys in the classroom. If a child’s reading progress isn’t 
monitored, “a boy’s literacy skills may fail to develop ... or may slip back from adequate to poor” as they progress 
through primary school (Moloney 2002, p.17). 

Selecting the right book for the right child is a challenging pursuit for any teacher. It is difficult to predict 
what a boy’s reading interest might be, as reading for enjoyment is a very personal and individual choice. 

What the PM Collection can offer you is the breadth of resources to capture children’s interest, featuring  
age-appropriate and compelling topics that meet the three components needed to build a balanced reader.  
Importantly, all children need ongoing support and encouragement to foster their love of reading. 
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Books with vibrant illustrations that connect 
to the text can offer extra support to a  
disengaged reader. The illustrations in PM 
texts provide high support and interest.

VISUAL LITERACY

Selecting a title by theme may help you find  
the right book. Stories that feature themes  
of action, adventure or suspense often appeal  
to boys. Also, value-based texts, focusing on 
personal identity or emotional engagement 
between characters in the narrative, can prove 
entertaining. These themes allow children to 
connect with books in a personal way. 

THEME

Boys in particular are typically drawn to non-fiction 
texts to ignite their curiosity to understand the world 
around them. Features including graphs, diagrams and 
maps resonate with their fascination of inquiry-based 
learning and adventure.

NON–FICTION

Based on current pedagogy, here is our guide to 
help you select the right book for your children. 

WHAT DO BOYS  
LIKE TO READ? 

The PM Philosophy 
is success, enjoyment  
and understanding. 
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Book design and layout are important factors 
when selecting books. Reluctant readers prefer 
books with colourful front covers and a clean 
layout. They also prefer easy-to-read fonts, 
appropriate to reading age and ability, and short 
chapters, giving a reader a sense of achievement 
when completed. 

BOOK DESIGN
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Jolly Roger and the Treasure

9780170096188
PM Plus Yellow Level 7

Kitty Cat and the Frog

9780170389167
PM Yellow Level 8

Level

  
Fiction 

8 Story by Annette Smith
Illustrations by Ben Spiby

Kitty Cat  
and the Frog

For learning solutions, visit cengage.com.au 
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kitty_frog_89167_au_cvr_2pp.indd   2-3 25/10/16   8:08 pm

NEW

Kitty Cat 

9780170095655
PM Plus Red Level 3

Jolly Roger and the Turtles

9780170193863
PM Stars Blue Level 11

Level

Jolly Roger, the Pirate

For learning solutions, visit cengage.com.au 
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13

14

6

Fiction 

Story by Beverley Randell
Illustrations by Chantal Stewart

jollyroger_88795_au_cvr_2pp.indd   2-3 25/10/16   7:44 pm

FAVOURITE PM CHARACTERS

Kitty Cat

Jolly Roger

Jolly Roger, the Pirate

9780170388795
PM Yellow Level 6

Kitty Cat and the Fish

9780170095600
PM Plus Red Level 5

Fat Cat’s Chair

9780170124492
PM Gems Blue Level 9

Jolly Roger and the Spyglass

9780170124584
PM Gems Blue Level 11

Kitty Cat and Fat Cat

9780170095853
PM Plus Red Level 5

Kitty Cat and the Paint

9780170096478
PM Plus Blue Level 9

Playing a Trick on Jolly Roger

9780170403573
PM Green Level 13

Jolly Roger and  
the Clever Green Parrot

9780170193924
PM Plus Green Level 14

Jolly Roger and the Fish

9780170394772
PM Blue Level 10

Kitty Cat and the Bird

9780170124324
PM Gems Red Level 4

Kitty Cat Plays Inside

9780170096270
PM Plus Yellow Level 8

Kitty Cat Runs up a Tree

9780170124423
PM Gems Yellow Level 7

Jolly Roger and the Coconuts

9780170193801
PM Stars Yellow Level 8
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Harry and Jet the Little Robot

Jake

Josh

Zac

Harry and the Little Robot

9780170193719
PM Stars Red Level 3

Jake’s Car

9780170123280
PM Photo Stories Red Level 4

Josh and the big boys

9780170123259
PM Photo Stories Magenta 

Level 2/3

Zac’s train set

9780170123211
PM Photo Stories Magenta 

Level 2/3

Jet Can Fly

9780170389136
PM Yellow Level 6

Jake and the Big Fish

9780170123426
PM Photo Stories Yellow Level 7

A Puzzle for Scruffy

9780170123334
PM Photo Stories Red Level 5

Zac and Chirpy

9780170123266
PM Photo Stories Red Level 3

Jet is Naughty

9780170193788
PM Stars Yellow Level 7

Jake’s Plane

9780170123440
PM Photo Stories Yellow Level 8

Josh Rides a Skateboard

9780170123389
PM Photo Stories Yellow Level 6

Zac and the Ducks

9780170123297
PM Photo Stories Red Level 4

Scruffy Runs Away

9780170123556
PM Photo Stories Blue Level 10

Jet, the Little Robot

9780170193740
PM Stars Red Level 5

Jake Kicks a Goal

9780170123327
PM Photo Stories Red Level 5

Josh and Scruffy

9780170123228
PM Photo Stories Magenta 

Level 2/3

Zac and Puffing Billy

9780170123242
PM Photo Stories Magenta 

Level 2/3

Zac’s Train Ride

9780170123419
PM Photo Stories Yellow Level 7

The Long Bike Ride

9780170123501
PM Photo Stories Blue Level 10
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Max and Grandad

The Toytown Racing Car

9780170096690
PM Plus Blue Level 11

Here Comes Little Chimp

9780170095631
PM Plus Red Level 3

Little Chimp and Big Chimp

9780170095754
PM Plus Red Level 4

Little Chimp

9780170095662
PM Plus Red Level 3

Little Chimp Runs Away

9780170096065
PM Plus Yellow Level 6

Little Chimp is Brave

9780170124348
PM Gems Red Level 5

Little Chimp  
Finds Some Fruit

9780170124560
PM Gems Blue Level 11

Little Chimp  
and Baby Chimp

9780170096614
PM Plus Blue Level 10

Little Chimp  
and the Buffalo

9780170124607
PM Gems Green Level 12

Little Chimp  
and the Termites

9780170097048
PM Plus Green Level 13

New Glasses for Max

9780170097079
PM Plus Green Level 13

Max Goes Fishing

9780170096294
PM Plus Yellow Level 8

Max Rides His Bike

9780170096317
PM Plus Yellow Level 8

Max Saves a Frog

9780170124614
PM Gems Green Level 12

Max and Jake

9780170096935
PM Plus Green Level 12

Little Chimp  
and the Bees

9780170096492
PM Plus Blue Level 9

Little Chimp

Toytown Vehicles

The Fire on Toytown Hill

9780170096508
PM Plus Blue Level 9

The Toytown Rescue

9780170095914
PM Plus Red Level 5

The Toytown Bus Helps Out

9780170124447
PM Gems Yellow Level 7

The Toytown Fire Engine

9780170096102
PM Plus Yellow Level 6
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Toby and BJ

Toby and BJ

9781869610166
PM Library Orange Level 15

Toby and the Big Red Van

9781869610722
PM Library Orange Level 16

Toby and the Accident

9781869611231
PM Library Turquoise Level 17

Toby at Stony Bay

9781869612696
PM Library Purple Level 20

Toby and the Big Tree

9781869610173
PM Library Orange Level 15

A Lucky Day for Little Dinosaur

9780170388818
PM Yellow Level 8

The Nesting Place

9781869611170
PM Library Turquoise Level 18

Brave Triceratops

9780170403313
PM Green Level 12

When the Volcano Erupted

9781869611194
PM Library Turquoise Level 17

Pterosaur’s Long Flight

9781869610692
PM Library Orange Level 15

A Bad Day for Little Dinosaur

9780170124461
PM Gems Yellow Level 8

The Careful Crocodile

9781869610777
PM Library Orange Level 16

A Troop of Little Dinosaurs

9781869612597
PM Library Purple Level 19

Arky, the Dinosaur  
with Feathers

9780170098403
PM Plus Gold Level 21

The Asteroid

9781869613068
PM Library Gold Level 22

Dinosaurs

Little Dinosaur Escapes

9781869611101
PM Library Turquoise Level 17

The Dinosaur Chase

9781869610210
PM Library Orange Level 15

The Triceratops and  
the Crocodiles

9780170097451
PM Plus Orange Level 16

Lost in the Forest

9781869610760
PM Library Orange Level 16

Gorgo Meets Her Match

9781869612641
PM Library Purple Level 20

Please refer to the Scholastic Primary Schools Catalogue to view our full range of literacy resources. Visit www.scholastic.co.uk/catalogues
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The Crab Hunt

9780170123532
PM Photo Stories Blue Level 11

THEMES

Level
ISBN 978-0170387224

9 780170 387224For learning solutions, visit cengage.com.au 
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Fiction 

4

Story by Beverley Randell

Illustrations by  
Elizabeth Russell-Arnot

The Baby Owls

Washing my dog

9780170414319
PM Magenta Level 1

Playing with Jip

9780170193993
PM Stars Red Level 5/6

Lions & Tigers

9781869611033
PM Library Turquoise Level 18/19

Playing with Lucky

9780170414531
PM Magenta Level 2/3

Small Animals That Hide

9780170194235
PM Stars Yellow Level 8/9

Little Bird and the Bath

9780170387125
PM Red Level 3

Big Animals That Hide

9780170194327
PM Stars Blue Level 11/12

The Baby Owls

9780170387224
PM Red Level 4

The Vet

9780170394925
PM Blue Level 11/12

Animal eggs

9780170414463
PM Magenta Level 2

Duckling Rescue!

9780170403542
PM Green Level 12

Lucky Goes to Dog School

9780170388726
PM Yellow Level 7

Level

For learning solutions, visit cengage.com.au 

1
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7

  
Fiction 

Lucky Goes  
to Dog School

Story by Beverley Randell
Illustrations by Joseph Qiu

dog_school_88726_au_cvr_2pp.indd   2-3 25/10/16   8:06 pm

Animals

How Animals Communicate

9780170373005
PM Ruby Level 27
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The Cross-country Race

9780170403450
PM Green Level 14

Running Races

9780170194129
PM Stars Green Level 14/15

The Bumper Cars

9780170387156
PM Red Level 4

Scooter fun

9780170414548
PM Magenta Level 2/3

The Big Hit

9780170096027
PM Plus Yellow Level 6

Playing football

9780170186070
PM Writing Magenta Level 2/3

The Race

9780170194006
PM Stars Red Level 5/6

Level

For learning solutions, visit cengage.com.au 

1
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14   
Fiction 

7

Story by Jenny Giles
Illustrations by Scott Fraser

Football at the Park

football_88832_au_cvr_1pp.indd   2-3 27/08/16   4:50 pm

Football at the Park

9780170388832
PM Yellow Level 7

Late for Football

9780170394802
PM Blue Level 11

Josh’s Scooter

9780170389150
PM Yellow Level 8

The Noodle Race

9780170123587
PM Photo Stories Green Level 13

Athletics

9780170194082
PM Stars Blue Level 11/12

Sports

Skateboarding

9781869614041
PM Library Emerald Level 26

Sports on Wheels

9781869614744
PM Library Ruby Level 28

Alex the Super Soccer Striker

9780170368957
PM Emerald Level 25

the Super the Super the Super the Super the Super the Super the Super the Super the Super the Super the Super the Super the Super the Super the Super 

Soccer Striker
Soccer Striker
Soccer Striker
Soccer Striker
Soccer Striker
Soccer Striker
Soccer Striker
Soccer Striker
Soccer Striker
Soccer Striker
Soccer Striker
Soccer Striker
Soccer Striker
Soccer Striker
Soccer Striker
Soccer Striker
Soccer Striker
Soccer Strikerthe Super 

Soccer Strikerthe Super the Super the Super 

Soccer Strikerthe Super 

Soccer Strikerthe Super 

Soccer Strikerthe Super the Super the Super 

Soccer Strikerthe Super the Super 

Soccer Strikerthe Super the Super the Super 

Soccer Strikerthe Super 

Soccer Strikerthe Super 

Soccer Strikerthe Super the Super the Super 

Soccer Strikerthe Super the Super 

Soccer Strikerthe Super the Super the Super 

Soccer Strikerthe Super 

Soccer Strikerthe Super 

Soccer Strikerthe Super the Super the Super 

Soccer Strikerthe Super 

PM
 G

uided Reading
A

lex the Super Soccer Striker
Peter M

illett

Story by Peter Millett
Illustrations by Wayne Bryant

Play Sport!

9780170132459
PM Writing Turquoise Level 18/19

Big Machines for Fun and Sport

9780170097918
PM Plus Turquoise Level 18/19

The Bumper Cars

Level
ISBN 978-0170387156

9 780170 387156For learning solutions, visit cengage.com.au 
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Fiction

4

Story by Beverley Randell
Illustrations by Serena Geddes 
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Little Bulldozer

9780170388863
PM Yellow Level 8

A road for my car

9780170414555
PM Magenta Level 2/3

Roads

9780170194389
PM Stars Green Level 14/15

Making a Little Raft

9780170194228
PM Stars Yellow Level 8/9

The Work Helicopter

9780170097383
PM Plus Orange Level 16

The Bus Ride

9780170194136
PM Stars Red Level 5/6

Transport

The big hole

9780170128346
PM Gems Magenta Level 2/3

Big Machines in the Air

9780170097871
PM Plus Turquoise Level 18/19

High-Speed Trains

9780170369022
PM Emerald Level 26

The Bicycle Book

9781869614058
PM Library Emerald Level 26

Motorbikes

9780170373012
PM Ruby Level 27

PM
 G

uided Reading
H

igh-Speed Trains
D

ebbie Croft

Debbie Croft

Bicycle Safety

9780170194372
PM Stars Green Level 14/15

The Rescue

9780170403368
PM Green Level 12

The go-karts

9780170133500
PM Starters Magenta Level 2

The Big Ship

9780170194211
PM Stars Yellow Level 8/9

Cars Past, Present and Future

9780170379359
PM Sapphire Level 29

The Little Work Plane

9780170097307
PM Plus Orange Level 15

Please refer to the Scholastic Primary Schools Catalogue to view our full range of literacy resources. Visit www.scholastic.co.uk/catalogues
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Wildfire

9780170373128
PM Ruby Level 28

The Power of Wind

9780170373098
PM Ruby Level 28

Down at the River

9780170194181
PM Stars Red Level 5/6

At the aquarium

9780170414425
PM Magenta Level 2

Exploring Caves

9780170369084
PM Emerald Level 26

PM
 G

uided Reading
Exploring Caves

Jill Bryant

Jill BryantJill Bryant

EXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORINGEXPLORING
CAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVESCAVES

Living and Physical World

Waterfalls, Glaciers and 
Avalanches

9780170098045
PM Plus Gold Level 22/23

Sky Changes

9780170097963
PM Plus Purple Level 20/21

Ice

9780170132411
PM Writing Orange Level 16/17

The Arctic Circle

9780170368926
PM Emerald Level 25

 Th
e Arctiche Arcrcr ti
 Circle

PM
 G

uided Reading
The A

rctic Circle
Jill M

cD
ougall

Jill McDougall

Earthquakes and Tsunamis

9780170098649
PM Plus Silver Level 24/25

The Water Cycle

9780170369046
PM Emerald Level 26

PM
 G

uided Reading
The W

ater Cycle
Carm

el Reilly

 The 
Water
 Cycle Carmel Reilly

The Great Barrier Reef

9780170368964
PM Emerald Level 25

The Great
 Barrier Reef

PM
 G

uided Reading
The G

reat Barrier Reef
D

ebbie Croft

Debbie Croft

The Amazon Rainforest

9780170379434
PM Sapphire Level 29

 Explosive Volcanoes

9780170379465
PM Sapphire Level 30

Looking at the Moon

9780170124164
PM Science Facts Green  

Level 14/15

Southern Skies

9780170373135
PM Ruby Level 28

The Coldest Places

9780170124256
PM Science Facts Green  

Level 14/15

Birds That Migrate

9780170194297
PM Stars Blue Level 11/12

Our Vegetable Garden

9780170194273
PM Stars Yellow Level 8/9

At the Beach

9780170123907
PM Science Facts Red Level 5/6

Our Garden

9780170123884
PM Science Facts Red Level 5/6

Stars in the Sky

9780170124188
PM Science Facts Green  

Level 14/15

Life in Hot Places

9780170124201
PM Science Facts Green  

Level 14/15
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CONTACT US

Scholastic UK Teachers

@scholasticuktch

pm@scholastic.co.uk

www.scholastic.co.uk/pm

0845 603 9091

Contact your local Scholastic Education 
Consultant at www.scholastic.co.uk/consultants




