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We want to get as many schools involved as possible, so we’ve come up with a short guide to voting in the
Lollies- read on to find out more!

We designed these awards -categorised by age group- because we know that funny fiction for children is
invaluable; a book that makes them laugh out loud could be the start of a lifelong relationship with books,
and that’s the journey we wanted to create with our shortlist. Here are five tips for making the most of these
brilliant books in the classroom and getting your pupils excited about choosing their favourites.


http://shop.scholastic.co.uk/lollies

1. Choose which books best suit your class

The Lollies are divided into four separate awards: there is a Picture Books category, an Ages 6-8 years
category, an Ages 9-12 years category, and a Graphic Novels category. Take a look at all 16 shortlisted
books and then choose the category most appropriate for your class. As a loose guide, we would suggest:

Picture books: Preschools and nurseries, Reception, Year 1, Year 2
6-8 years: From Year 2 through to Year 4
9-12 years: From Year 5 to Year 7

Graphic Novels: From Year 3 to Year 6

2. Read the books (or extracts of them) and explore them with your class

This will enable the children to express their preferences and be inspired by the books themselves.

3. Use the ideas in this ‘How to Hold a Class Vote’ pack to organise your Lollies vote
You could plan a school Lollies Voting Day, or do some activities earlier and vote when it suits your class -

it is entirely your choice!

4. Make voting an exciting event with the Classroom Decoration Kit

Turn your classroom into an exciting Lollies polling station with the bunting, posters, badges, etc.

5. Cast your class or school votes online by visiting the teacher’s voting Lollies page

One teacher can cast up to 35 votes so each class member is counted.
shop.scholastic.co.uk/lollies/vote




« To identify that we can share our ideas calmly and listen to others.
« To recognise that others may have different opinions to us, and that this is ok.

e Children will learn about making decisions and will make a decision about a favourite book.
o Children will vote for their favourite book, listening to others’ views and taking them into account.

* Resource Sheet 1: Picture Book Ballot Paper
e Resource Sheet 2: Voting Token

Once the children have listened to the stories and taken part in the activities, they should be familiar with
the four picture books. Revisit the concept making a ‘decision’, this could be in a school context such as
choosing a piece of fruit or a learning area to play in. Explain that you would like them to make a ‘decision
about which book they found the funniest i.e. it made them ‘laugh out loud’ the most.

’

Introduce the concept of ‘voting’ as a way of finding out how many children decided to vote for each book.
Explain that this vote needs to be very fair, that is, each child can only vote for one book and every child
should take part. To make sure that each child has one vote, they will receive either Resource Sheet 1:
Picture Book Ballot Paper or Resource Sheet 2: Voting Token (depending on which you decide is best for your
setting).

The ballot paper will contain pictures of the four picture books. Explain to the children that they should put
a cross next to their favourite book. Alternatively, the four picture books can be displayed with a box in
front of each one. The class simply take it in turns to put their voting token into the box next to their
favourite book.

Count the votes as a class. Did everyone vote for the same book? How many children voted for each book?
Which book had the most votes? Explain that because this book had the most votes, it is the class
favourite. Explain that it doesn’t matter if you didn’t vote for the class favourite and that every opinion is
important. Ask the class to think about the importance of listening to the views of others and that it is ok
for others to have different opinions to ourselves.



Picture Book Bdllot Paper

Place ONE ‘X’ in the box next to your favourite book.
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Picture Books - Resource Sheet 2
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« To understand the concept of voting
« To use class gathered data to create a table and/or a bar graph

e Children will have voted in the Lollies Awards
e Children will have explained their choices

« Small stickers (Four per child)

* Resource Sheet 1: Voting Table

e Resource Sheet 2: Voting Graph

« Resource Sheet 3: Age 6-8 Ballot Paper

After the children have been given a chance to read the books in the Age 6-8 years category, discuss the
different books and ask the children what they have enjoyed about them.

Display the word ‘vote’ on the board. Ask the children, ‘when do people vote?’ The children might be aware
of times when they have voted For certain things in the school or in the class. They might also discuss
when adults vote in an election. Ask, ‘why do we have voting?’ Make sure that the children understand the
importance of democracy in Great Britain, and the idea that everyone has a voice.

Around the class, display four large sheets of paper with one of the following questions on each sheet:

Which book had the funniest moment?
Which book had your favourite character?
Which book was the most exciting?

Which book had the most intriguing blurb?

Stick pictures of the front covers of all four Lollies books underneath each question, or write their titles.
Give children their four ‘voting’ stickers and allow five minutes for them to think about the questions. Using
their stickers, children can place their vote onto each question sheet.

Divide the class into four groups and give each group one of the large sheets of paper containing the
children’s votes. Using the Resource Sheet 1: Voting Table, children can convert the stickers to tally marks
and then write the frequency in order to determine which the winning book for each question.

When children have completed their tables, each group should feedback to the class the results for their
question. Taking all of the results into account, children can go on to vote for their favourite book.

Children could use the Resource Sheet 2: Voting Graph to create a simple bar chart of the results for their
question. These could be collated on a ‘Lollies display’ to help children to decide which book to vote for.



Age 6-8 - Resource Sheet 1

Voting Table

Fill in the table to show how many people voted for each book.

Your group’s question:

Book Tally Frequency

Murray and Bun:
Murray the Viking

by Adam Stower

The Misadventures
of Mina Mahmood

by Farhana
Islam and Simran
Diamond Singh

The Notwitches

by Gary Panton and
Dotty Sutton

Squirrel and Duck:
Mission Improbable

by Tom Percival




Voting Graph

Fill in the graph to show how many people voted for each book.

Your group’s question:

Murray and Bun: The The Notwitches Squirrel and Duck:
Murray the Viking Misadventures Mission Improbable
of Mina

Mahmood




Place ONE ‘X’ in the box next to your favourite book.

Squirrel and Puck: Mission improbable
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Place ONE ‘X’ in the box next to your favourite book.
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Understanding ways in which we are all unique.

Respecting others’ points of view and explaining choices.

interpret and construct simple pictograms, tally charts, block diagrams and tables (Year 2).
ask and answer simple questions by counting the number of objects in each category and sorting the
categories by quantity (Year 2).

interpret and present data using bar charts, pictograms and tables (Year 3).
interpret and present discrete and continuous data using appropriate graphical methods, including bar
charts (Year 4).

listen to, discuss and express views about a wide range of stories (Year 2).

listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction (Years 3 and 4).

discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination (Years 3 and 4).

read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction (Years 5 and 6).

read books that are structured in different ways (Years 5 and 6).

recommend books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices (Years 5 and 6).



« To identify how the democratic process works and that there are more than one way of voting.
« To encourage debate and discussion to come to a reasoned conclusion.

« To have debated which book is the best.
« To have voted in several different ways to see if it affects the result.

e Resource Sheet 1: Hustings Note Taking
« Resource Sheet 2: Age 9-12 Ballot Paper
« Resource Sheet 3: Alternative Vote

Discuss with the children what ‘democracy’ is. Ask, ‘what do you see as democratic/undemocratic in your
experiences at school?’” Examples may include voting for School Council representatives, but wearing uniform
is undemocratic. Are there times when it is right to be undemocratic? Why/why not? Start to generate the
idea that all of these things can be debated.

Identify that all of the children will get the right to vote for their favourite Lollies book. However, before
they do several things are going to happen:

1. A ‘hustings’ will be held where different children will be speaking on behalf of one of the books
and saying why it should be voted for- questions can also be asked from others such as, when is the
hustings taking place?

2. Two votes will take place- a ‘First past the post’ vote where everyone gets one vote for their
favourite and an ‘Alternative vote’ where their first two choices can be voted for. If 50% of the class/
year do not vote for one book as their First choice then the second votes are taken into account until
50% is reached.

The aim is to show two different ways in which democracies vote AND see if it makes a difference to the result.

Organise the children into four groups. Give each group one of the shortlisted Lollies books and a copy of
Resource Sheet 1: Hustings Note Taking. Each group needs to list all the reasons why their book is the best
(even if personally they do not agree!). The objective is to try to get them to come up with ideas that will
persuade others.

Once a spokesperson has been identified, make sure the hustings takes place in a chaired debate style. The

spokesperson speaks for a maximum of five minutes, then questions from the floor are asked. Encourage the
children listening to think of open-ended questions rather than ones with yes/no answers, for example ‘Why
do you think the characters in book A are the best?’ It is important to note that anyone from the group who
the spokesperson belongs to can answer the question. However, there should be no interrupting.

Continued...



Continued...

When all the hustings have been completed, make sure there are two separate boxes in different areas of
the room for the two types of ballot. Label the boxes ‘First past the post’ and ‘Alternative vote’.

For the first vote, use the ‘first past the post’ system. Children should vote for just ONE of the books using
Resource Sheet 2: Age 9-13 Ballot Paper, and place their ballot paper in the ‘First past the post’ box (or
allocated area of the room).

Next, undertake a second vote using the ‘Alternative vote’ system. Using Resource Sheet 3: Alternative Vote,
children should put a tick against their favourite book in one column and a tick against their second favourite
book in a second column.

When the votes have been cast, allocate ‘tellers’ to count them up and then as ‘returning officer’ the
teacher can read out the results. Did the different voting methods give the same results in the same order or
was it different? Why do you think this was? Which is fairer? Note: There is no right or wrong answer- the
aim is to generate discussion.

The children could research other types of voting methods around the world. In addition, they could look at
the work of the UN in ensuring elections are democratic and fair across the world.



Write down all the reasons why the book you have been given is the one
that should win the Lollies vote.

Reasons




Place ONE ‘X’ in the box next to your favourite book.
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Choose your TWO favourite books. Put a tick in the first column for your favourite
book. Put a tick in the second column for your second favourite.

Any other mark on this ballot paper will result in it being invalid.

Cringe Club

Put a tick in this
column for your
FIRST choice

Put a tick in this
column for your
SECOND choice

Shipwrecked

Café Chaos: My Family is
Not a Piece of Cake

Choose your TWO favourite books. Put a tick in the first column for your favourite
book. Put a tick in the second column for your second favourite.

Any other mark on this ballot paper will result in it being invalid.

Cringe Club

Put a tick in this
column for your
FIRST choice

Put a tick in this
column for your
SECOND choice

Shipwrecked
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To work collaboratively towards shared goals.

To develop strategies to resolve disputes and conflict through negotiation and appropriate compromise
and to give rich and constructive feedback and support to benefit others as well asthemselves.

To resolve differences by looking at alternatives, seeing and respecting others’ points of view, making
decisions and explaining choices.

What being part of a community means, and about the varied institutions that support communities
locally and nationally.

To recognise the role of voluntary, community and pressure groups, especially in relation to health and
wellbeing.

To further develop and rehearse the skills of team working including objective setting, outcome
planning, cooperation, negotiation, managing setbacks and compromise.

To further develop the communication skills of active listening, negotiation, offering and receiving
constructive feedback and assertiveness.

To recognise, clarify and if necessary challenge their own core values and how their values influence
their choices.



Place ONE ‘X’ in the box next to your favourite book.
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Place ONE ‘X’ in the box next to your favourite book.

Nina Peanut is Amazing




