Sandy Goes to the Vet

PM Level 11

Blue

Text Type Narrative
Running Words 189

Preparing for Guided Reading

Prior Knowledge

Have students share experiences of their pets
being unwell.

Discuss the work of a vet.

Orientation to the Text

In this story, Harry’s rabbit, Sandy, stops eating
and looks unwell. Dad and Harry take Sandy to
the vet, who gives Sandy some medicine and
assures Harry that he will be well again soon.

Key Language Structures
Irregular past tenses: went, said, got.

Adjectives add meaning to the nouns in the text,
e.g. way down, little house.

Building the Balanced Reader

Vocabulary
Key High-frequency Words
better, dear, did, or, over, slowly, take, that’s, then, two

Content Words
Harry, rabbit, carrots, Sandy, hopped, house, Dad, sick, vet

Decodmg
Recall most high-frequency words.
Use connections between letters, sounds and/or
spelling patterns to decode unknown words.

Use letter—sound relationships in conjunction
with meaning to decode unknown words.

Self-correct by rereading a word/sentence.

Fluency and Phrasing

Locate familiar words to help develop smooth
reading.

Apply change in voice to reflect punctuation
mark, e.g. the different pause for a full stop
compared to a comma.

Focusmg on the Book — Guided Reading

Read the title together and discuss the cover
illustration.

Ensure that the students use the illustrations to
predict meaning.

Ask students to look at the illustration on p.

3. Ask, What tells us that something is wrong with
Sandy? What do you think Sandy would usually do if
Harry offered him a carrot?
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Discuss the other signs on pp. 8 and 9 that make
Dad and Harry think Sandy is sick. Ask, What does
Harry mean by “Sandy’s ears are way down!”

Ask, How do you think Harry feels about putting
Sandy in the box and taking him to the vet?

Ask students how they would feel if a vet said,
“You are sick!” to their pet.

Ask students if they are confident that Sandy will
soon feel better. Does Harry seem happier now?

Have students expand these elisions from the
story: let’s, that’s, it’s.

Comprehension

How did Harry and Dad know that Sandy was
sick? (Literal)

What do you think the vet did to make Sandy
better? (Inferential)

Follow-up Activities

+ Direct students to complete the BLM activities:
breaking elisions into their component words,
then writing the elisions into sentences from
the sorry; writing rhyming words, then writing
the correct words into sentences from the story;,
drawing pictures in place of missing words in
sentences; numbering boxes to correctly order
story events.

Our students to think of a time that their pet, or
a pet of someone they know, was sick and had to
be taken to the vet. Have them draw a picture of
the pet after it’s treatment, feeling happy and
well again.

Ask students if they think it would be difficult to
tell if a rabbit was sick. Have them make a list of
all the symptoms in the story that showed Harry,
Dad, and the vet that Sandy was not well.
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Learning Intentions
We are learning to remember information to help us understand what we are reading.
We are learning to self-correct our reading when we make a mistake.

Date

Success Criteria

[ can retell what [ have read in sequence.

[ can stop reading and reread a word/sentence again to problem solve or confirm the text.

Guided Reading Notes

Student’s name

Reading focus

Observations/notes For follow-up
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