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Turn Pages, See Worlds WIN a Graphic Novel :
Dive into the awesome world of Book Box for your Class!

graphic novels and manga Grab a pencil and bring your own
Bone Head-style character to life

Stretch Your Reads MORE
Love this month’s top picks? Discover more books from
your favourite genres to take your reading further I N S I D E ‘l'


https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/clubs

Includes links
to extracts,

author videos,
activities and
more!

17 Q&A with David Saylor

Turn Paaes. See Worlds We spoke to the Creative Director
O1 ges, of Graphix & Creative at

Scholastic, to get his insight on
why graphic novels are brilliant!
19 Draw Your Own Sound

Effects Activity Sheet

Discover why graphic novels and
manga are exciting, fun and
perfect for every kind of reader.

O3 April Top Picks
04 Squid Squad NEW

07 Captain Underpants NEW 20 Manga Hair Activity Sheet
10 Nina Peanut .
13 Wings of Fire 21 WIN: Summer Graphic

Novel Book Box

Enter our competition to win the
Summer Graphic Novel Book Box
by designing and bring your own
character to life.

16 Manga Wordsearch
Activity Sheet

feom the depths of ﬂ -

the vadecworld comes o

RAVOC-FILLED
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Art © Jamie Gregory, 2026.
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O
Turn Pages, See Worlds

The Magic of Graphic Novels and Manga

\ Written by Ella Jones - Graphic novel mega-fan

Chances are, you’ve read a graphic novel or
two but, just in case you haven’t, now’s the
time to join the comics revolution!

Manga and graphic novels are
\ brilliant at combining words

and images to help spark your
imagination. The Comic style art
can pull you into fast-paced battle
scenes or huge cityscapes in a
matter of seconds and make you
feel like you're part of the action.
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TEZUKA © SATTIN ¢ GURIHIRY

Did you know that manga and graphic

novels have been around for a very long time? The author of the fabulous

Unico was writing manga way back in the 1940s, before the Second
x World War, and some manga are even older than that!
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% There’s something here for everyone,
whatever your interests. Do you
like funny books? Try the bite-sized

ETECI comics of Saphie the One-Eyed Cat
N"Ty’. or the joke-filled bonanza of
il Bunny vs Monkey. If you love

adventure, then try the robotic
brawls of Mecha-Ude or the epic
quests of City of Dragons.

W =
= THE FUNNIEST FIGHT
@, EVER HAS BEGUN!

Bz
JAIMAL YOBIS & VIVIAN TRUONG
[wscroLasTic]
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Interested in pop stars? The heart-warming
Hikaru in the Light! could be for you. If you’re a
fan of other books like the Wings of Fire series

or When the Sky Falls, graphic novel versions
can give you a fresh take on stories you already
love. Haven’t read the originals? Use the graphic
novels to take the tales for a test-drive.

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

FROM BEST-SELLING AUTHOR

PHIL EARLE

1 4?'&!‘”%

THE GR PHIC NOVEL
ADAPTED AND ILLUSTRATED BY

**FRED FORDHAM

BOOK NINE
TALONS OF POW

If you’re still not convinced comics are for you, try out something starring
characters you already know, like Pikachu or Spider-Man, to get you started.

/ s These books are a blast to read and they can help
W bring out your creative side too. If you love drawing,

VQK‘ZMON use the wide variety of art styles here to inspire you -
e {oP::e"f;Do,’ every story has a different look.
9\\\@{0“ 3 ~ v \

Ve Graphic novels and manga are for everyone

- | bet even your teacher has read a few!

There are so many to choose from and

they’re super fun to read and share with

friends. What are you waiting for? Grab a

graphic novel and get reading!

X AN ORIGINAL GRAPHIC
NOVEL COLLECTION

A
o

\

www.shop.scholastic.co.uk/clubs/organisers/recommended


https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/products/152685
https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/products/159962
https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/products/158747
https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/products/137869
https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/products/150936

x" €-0- I\/I?a

= " .

PILLOW MINT & =

e u——— - AT V= - i

Py votiday is — = WS >

Aie i.‘ W s\ e

LUXURIOUS! me s ./ PINI(== = >
RUSHING *

& WHAT lfl. 2 e v i\ ‘
oL Megan | X @ @ AR f S e A 4
‘S‘g = /"\J' 4 os“vr ,/ 4 ,/” 7 Va Fr & ’j/
9 /0“' *I/ w3 \ v Hfsm , W S\ X 4

z' - /4 Y . =
E ] x A0 - =
‘?“@ ‘ ‘ £ : " .h V‘ Y I ——————— = =

www.shop.scholastic.co.uk/clubs/organisers/recommended



Suitable For Ages: 6-7

SQUID SQUAD 2: SHRIMPLY THE

BEST

Ollie the vampire squid and Zing the sea
Y/ S bunny are back with their wild group of

© DOOLEY ocean friends in the wacky town of
Nowhere! Together, the Squid Squad dive
into four hilarious mini-adventures—trying
out jobs, rescuing a shell-ebrity, and
dealing with mischievous troublemakers.
With silly powers, big laughs, and bold

artwork, every page is packed with
underwater chaos and fun.

You'll enjoy this if:

* You love weird, wacky creatures doing
ridiculously funny things

* You’re into fast, bite-sized adventures
that never get boring

* Bright, colourful pictures make reading

* more exciting for you

* You’re a fan of Bumble and Snug,
Spongebob Squarepants and Bunny vs
Monkey

CLICK HERE TO
READ EXTRACT

Free resource:

DOWNLOAD
ACTIVITY
SHEETS

Make a splash this World
Ocean Day with Aoife Dooley

WATCH NOW >
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https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/products/148784
https://images.scholastic.co.uk/assets/a/e5/6d/squid-squad-2-extract-2426247.pdf
https://www.crowdcast.io/c/squid-squad
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NICKNAM

Pick the month Yyou were born and
the first lettey of your name to find
out Yyour funny sea nickname

Jan McWindy
Feb Big Boaty
Mar McSluggy
Apr McCrusty
May Captain Danger
Jun Sir Breezy
Jul Big Crabby
Aug McShelly
Sep Captain
Oct McBubble
Nov Big Jelly

Dec McFishy

Text and illustrations from Squid Squad: Shrimply the Best © Aoife Dooley, 2026.

A Barnacles
B Unicorn Thing
C Squiggly Squid
D Tuna Tank
€ Goofy Goldfish
F Posh Prawn
G Toxic Turtle
H Silly Starfish
I Blowhole
J Walrus
K Shark
L Shrimples

M Lobster

N Lagoon
O Ship
P Boat
Q Reef
R Catfish
S Beefshark
T Scallop
U Beluga
V Flounder
W Eel
X Pearl

Y Octopus

2 Clam



WHAT TO READ NEXT

Looking for more
weird, wacky
creatures doing
ridiculously funny

things?

OAMIE SMART'S
’

- P ror F15,
2 THE FUNNIEST FIGHT Xl
&%, EVER HAs BEGUN!

SHEENA DEMPSEY
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Suitable For Ages: 6-7

CAPTAIN UNDERPANTS: THE

FIRST EPIC MANGA

George and Harold are back—and this time
r A2 -u- INO'2'Ts their superhero, Captain Underpants, is

AP'A o bursting into action in awesome manga

ERP " style! With wild jokes, epic battles, and
“* wRSTEPiCH . ’J flip-book animations, this reimagined
adventure brings even more energy to the
classic story. Captain Underpants may
wear underwear, but he’s still a hero ready
to save the day in the silliest way possible!

You'll enjoy this if:

* You enjoy laugh-out-loud humour mixed
with totally over-the-top superhero

moments
e * You like bold, energetic manga-style
DAV RilKey MOTOJ:RO artwork that makes everything feel

bigger and more dramatic
* You’re into stories where creativity,
mischief, and imagination save the day

CLICK HERE TO
READ EXTRACT

Free resource:

WATCH
TRAILER
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https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/products/160459
https://images.scholastic.co.uk/assets/a/e6/ba/captain-underpants-manga-extract-2426298.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2AnbL3Hg7c&feature=youtu.be

EXTRACT FROM

CAPTAINIUNDERPANTS:
THEIFIRST{EPICIMANGA!

IF THERE'S
ANYTHING I HATE...

DO YOU SEE THAT OLD &Ly
IN THE WINPOW LIP THERE?

I HATE THEIR
@Y TEENY, TINY ARMs
o AND LEGS...

1 HATE THEIR
LITTLE FACES!!! |

...THEIR NOISY -
LAUGHTER... ¢

BUT THE THING 1 HATE
MOST OF ALL...THE THO
THINGS I HATE MORE

 THAN ANYTHING... =

BUT PON'T
GET TOO
COMFORTABI

YOU'VE ESCAPED MY

DARTS OF JUSTICE BECAUSE I'VE
| o A GOT A PLANII!

IM GOING TO PUT AN ENP TO
YOUR SHENANIGANS/!!




WHAT TO READ NEXT

Like the sound of
Captain Underpants:
The First Epic Manga?

We think you’ll LOVE
these too!

.L COLOUR

-
_____

z-l\‘"-gg- (AVZEP>
Aiégg: VN
“‘*\“g‘zﬁ EPic ‘M 4

N SMEGALIMANICS
Gq \ o TE vas:t %:‘ :Ele.;ys@

A
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DAV Rilkey MOTOJ:RO
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Suitable For Ages: 9-10

NINA PEANUT: EPIC WORLD
TOUR ERA

P * Nina Peanut is heading on her “world tour”
(very posh) important W sap,

(PO 2@¢  + @ (okay... a family holiday!) to Sunshiney

the MOST

LaRe) . Island, and she’s ready for the BEST time

RUSHING

o her school rival shows up too! Between
sandcastle contests, giant ice creams, and

R * 4 sunny adventures, Nina’s holiday turns into
: a hilarious mix of fun, drama, and big

dreams.

l A\N U- : You'll enjoy this if:

* You like realistic, funny stories about
friendships and rivalries

» You enjoy strong, expressive main
characters with big personalities

* You're interested in everyday adventures
with a humorous twist

* You like stories that explore growing up,
confidence, and relationships

* . N .
t e -@ ARt ever. But things get extra interesting when
Q
* el

CLICK HERE TO
READ EXTRACT

Free resource:

DOWNLOAD WATCH Step into Nina Peanut's Epic
ACTIVITY DRAW-ALONG S B e

SHEETS VIDEO WATCH NOW >
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WHAT TO READ NEXT

Couldn't get enough
of Nina Peanut:
World Tour Era?

gouss!

=

* PILLOW MINT

4
’
*
eryposh) important —
My holiday i -~
ne 30 4w I
me
*
) 8

LUXURIOUS!
> AN RUSHING
WHATEVER, Ya. tothe
Megan X co. ARPORT

ave w

packed your

FLIPPERS?

e & my
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#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

TUI T. SUTHERLAND
ART BY MIKE HOLMES ¥ 22

/ oA,
MHERGRIARKITE, NOVAER
, R

V= o

o @
T ). Y- o=y
= BOOK NINE =
TALONS OF POWER e &

L/ ) ‘
’* ::sx.’v :
|
S i ¢

CLICK HERE TO
READ EXTRACT

Free resource:

DOWNLOAD
ACTIVITY
SHEETS

Turtle the dragon doesn’t think he’s a hero
- he’d rather stay hidden and keep his
powerful magic a secret. But when the
dangerous Darkstalker returns, Turtle
realizes someone must stand up and stop
him. With time running out, this quiet
dragon might have to find courage he
never knew he had.

You'll enjoy this if:

* You enjoy fantasy stories with rich
world-building and complex characters

* You’re interested in themes of courage,
identity, and responsibility

* You like graphic novels with detailed
artwork and dramatic storytelling

* You enjoy stories where characters grow
and face difficult choices

TAKE QUIZ
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Write a Wings of Fire Acrostic Poem

In an acrostic poem, the first letter of each line spells out the subject of the poem. Write your own
acrostic poem by filling in each line with words to describe the Wings of Fire series.

w

I

FIND OUT
MORE

SN AT IENRTATS IENR TR ISR AT



Yasmin Ali
Cross-Out


WHAT TO READ NEXT

Want to read
more epic books like
Wings of Fire: Talons

of Power?

[}RRl@

Ih/;I;OSSIELE
C ATURES

KATHERINE
RUNDELL

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

TUI T. SUTHERLAND
ART BY MIKE HOLMES

l mw

‘ N THE AWAKENING smw

l* I\

J ®SPECIAL EDITIONS e

= B
JAIMAL YOGIS & VIVIAN TRUONG

-
-—=

BOOK NINE :
TALONS OF POWER ~
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ALL THE WORDS'

STOCORKHNBYXEAS
VKNTOOYWOKPCNNZ
SKANAWUEPNPAB I |
ZDMWOCWGHG J TNMW
OYEAAECIRGQPVEYV
TMCONISHEUBKKIL
AKHDYGIVHCTOGPC
KAAEWEAEDRWTYQH
ULLCCLIKQLUTDU I
TVVDEADCAPMMYV XB
NHKBBXNISEKAINI
GKODOMOOZSNEMBZ
EYEFMR JHNXVTMCN
HINE]JMANGATAHIU
FYBUBEFXENAKZFZ

ANIME MANGA CANON KODOMO
ISEKAI MECHA PANEL MANGAKA
KAWAII OTAKU CHIBI

DEFINITIONS:

ANIME: Short for animation and
more specifically, Japanese
animation.

KODOMO: Anime and manga for
children.

MANGA: A style of Japanese
comic books and graphic
novels. the main storyline.

ISEKAL: Where characters are MECHA: Stories that feature
transported into a fantasy world. robots in battle.

CANON: The material officially
accepted as true and part of

PANEL: An individual frame, or
single drawing.

MANGAKA: Japanese term for
a manga artist or creator.

KAWAILI: Japanese term for cute.

OTAKU: Japanese term for
a geek or nerd.

CHIBI: Japanese slang term
for small, used to describe a
popular art style.

N\
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0&A WITH
DAVID SAYLOR

geniofr Vvice & Creative Presment

' of GraphiX

Why do you think graphic novels are so
powerful at getting children reading,
especially those who might struggle with
traditional books?

Words and images together are a very powerful

combination. In the same way that picture books
engage very young children, graphic novels and comics
immediate draw in readers with action, emotion,
and conversations. Seeing the expressions on the
characters, their body language, and the context of the
conversations can give excellent readers—and struggling
readers—the exciting entry points into a story. As Lewis
Carroll wrote, “And what is the use of a book,” thought
Alice, “without pictures or conversations?” Graphic novels
have both!

evol;l‘z\:‘v d.o you see the role of graphic novels
olvin ?n Triéh.e next 20 years? Will they become
Important in school readi
libraries? g and

| feel iasti
embrozzgs;tﬁ?gz:ostlc about how graphic novels are bein
ey oy e irs,bporents, and booksellers. | expect thgt
sphere for the comincg)g y:;?smgx%g;ogq IOfOIFt e pUb“Shing
1 of ars, ing fur i i
regldoetge(;r:)(;ok categories. And the m?erlq;hsg\?vtgenonﬁcuon
graphic novel readers will blend and bln tan
very exciting future. wrintoe
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0&A WITH
DAVID SAYLOR

Senior Vice & Creative President of Graphix

How can teachers use graphic novels to build a
reading-for-pleasure culture in the classroom?

Graphic novels absolutely offer a reading-for-
in classrooms. And they lend themselves eq
character development, how the art helps o
the narrative, and reading comprehension. Teachers are always
the first ones to embrace ways to get students excited about
reading and graphic novels are the perfect tool.

pleasure moment
sily to lessons on
ffer context clues to

|\

to a chil
hat would you say to ©
vl!oring - might a graphic nov

, kids
: Man! I've rarely seen
. v Pilkey and Dog ad Dog
wer o th?:it:n‘?hausiostic about books as when Zhneg/ tfreuthfully,
tgd an f heart and humor in abundance. hic novels on
his full o | for every kid. There are grokr]at 'Craphic novel
the right 9 ~
: . enre. So | say, YES, e’s mind
every topic On%gi\gmﬁe right reader) will change anyon
(iike the right 50 about reading being “boring.

i ding is
d who thinks readi
el change their mind?

My answe
get as exci
Man, whic )

there’s a graphic nove

When you first launched Graphix, there wasn’t
much shelf space for graphic novels for kids.
What changed over the past 20 years to make
them so central to children’s reading today?

The major change that happened is that graphic novels offered
a longer and richer reading experience to children. Many
children love comics and newspaper cartoons, but back in 2005
there wasn’t much out there with longer adventures and stories |
for children. Now there are shelves of wonderful graphic novels
that offer rich, dramatic, engaging, long-form storytelling that
feels completely satisfying. We just had to create the books.
| knew the audience would find and embrace them, because
I loved comics as a kid, and | wanted longer books that | could
read again and again. And here we gre!
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DRAW THE SOUND EFFECTS!
BRING THESE SOUNDS TO LIFE! WHAT SHAPE DOES IT MAKE?
IS IT SPIKY, SWIRLY, BO

BOUNCY OR WAVY? WHAT COLOURS MATCH THE SOUND?
]

[POUTH =

SWOOSHIS




GIVE THE CHARACTER MANGA-STYLE HAIR!

ADD YOUR OWN MANGA STYLE HAIR AND BRING THE CHARACTER TO LIFE!

MSCHOLASTIC




Graphic Novel

BOOK
B

WIN a Graphic

CREATE YOUR OWN CHARACTER
INSPIRED BY BONE HEAD!
N

Not sure where to begin? Follow Jamie Gregory’s fantastic draw-along below and then
make it your own. You could change the head shape, experiment with different eyes and
expressions, and even give your character a fun name. Will yours be spookyj, silly, heroic or

totally weird? The choice is yours!
Z ©0 o ? 00
Draw teeth, eyebrows

Draw eyes and a nose Draw an octagon head
and skull marks

The winning
design wilj a)g
be featureq
an upcoming

WELEPI Y

ko

Draw eyelids and a
shield with shield lines

Draw a staff with a wider
top and narrow bottom

Draw sausage fingers
with joint lines and arm

Draw a ‘C’ shape to
begin the staff top

Draw a rectangle body
with rib lines

\

Draw another ‘C’ shape Colour in the staff Thicken the outside lines
to complete the staff

top

Add legs and a cape

hen make it your own!

along with Jamie Gregory, t

i atch the draw-
3 w.crowdcast.iolclbone-head

or click t

A

How to enter:
« Entries must be emailed by a teacher or school representative
(not individual pupils) to: Funstuff@scholastic.co.uk. Your teacher

should include their name and email address as the main contact.
Entries should include:

First Naome . Age or School Year School Name .

Unlimited entries per class (the more, the merrier!)

Only one winning school will be chosen

By entering, the school confirms we have their consent to use the
winning artwork in our marketing if selected

Deadline: 15th May 2026

GOOD LUCK AND HAVE FUN CREATING!

Terms and conditions apply.
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BOOK

CLUB >

READING FUN CELEBRATE READING WITH
BEYOND THE PAGES YOUR FAVOURITE AUTHORS
Our Kids’ Club is packed with activities AND ILLUSTRATORS!
and videos that bring your pupils’
favourite books to life, Join us for our programme of virtual
keeping the joy of reading flowing events for schools. Featuring writing

long after the pages. workshops, drawalongs and more,
www.shop.scholastic.co.uk/clubs/kids EICFR EIRE el GENTS RN nE) (e el
ages throughout the school term.
Each event is completely free to attend,
and if you can’t join us at the advertised
time, a recording will be available
afterwards for registered attendees.

Browse all upcoming events

<

Have suggestions?

We’d love to hear them! Tell us what you’d like
to see in upcoming issues, your ideas can help
us keep this magazine fun, fresh and relevant
for every reader.

CONTACT US

young readers enjoying
The Reading Edit!

Share the fun and tag us

on social media with the hashtag
#TheReading Edit so we can
celebrate your brilliant

readers together. _ ; \ \\\

We love seeing your _ ‘ . &V
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