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Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry 
Mildred Taylor

The Ruby in the Smoke 
Philip Pullman

Deenie
Judy Blume

A Murder Most Unladylike Series 
Robin Stevens

Sisters
Raina Telgemeier

I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for 
Education and Changed the World
Patricia McCormick & Malala 

Are You There, God? It’s Me, Margaret
Judy Blume

The Illustrated Mum 
Jacqueline Wilson

Geek Girl
Holly Swale

Strong Female Characters
Reading List  Ages 11+

“This reading list features stand-up, inspirational heroines for all ages. Our readers love a wide range of strong, 
modern female characters and each of these books features a leading lady guaranteed to challenge perceptions and 

spark imaginations (or revolutions!).”  Sheila Wood, Chartered Librarian and Scholastic Book Buyer


